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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended): A picture distribution system for distributing picture data 
from a distribution device to a plurality of receiving devices, comprising; 

a network where a plurality of logical channels are established in a time division 
multiplex method; 

a distribution device distributing picture data via a logical channel designated by a 
distribution instruction; 

a plurality of receiving devices receiving picture data from respective logical 
channels designated by receiving instructions; and 

an allocation unit for allocating respective bandwidth to each of a plurality of 
logical channels used to transmit picture data according to a number of picture data to be 
transmitte d^ where \jx 

said allocation unit allocates 3 frst bandwidth t o each of tfte logical channels when 
a total bandwidth allocated to the logical channels does not exc eed a predetermined threshold 
bandwidth- and when a total bandwidth allocated to the logical channels exceetjs the threshold 
bandwidth said allocation unit allocates the first bandwidth to eac h of a P*"* of thc tog* ca l channels 
and a second bandwidth, which is smaller flffji the first bandwidth, to each of another part of the 
logical channels . 

2. (original): The picture distribution system according to claim 1, wherein said network 
is a ring-shaped transmission line. 

3. (original): The picture distribution system according to claim 1, further comprising 
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a determination unit deteroiining a number of logical channels to be established in 

said network. 

4.(original): The picture distribution system according to claim 1, further comprising 
an allocation unit allocating respective bands used to transmit picture data to the 
plurality of logical channels. 

5. (cancelled): 

6. (previously presented): The picture distribution system according to claim 1, 
wherein 

priority is given in advance to the plurality of logical channels, and 
said allocation unit allocates respective bands to the plurality of logical channels 
based on the priority given to each logical channel. 

7. (previously presented): The picture distribution system according to claim 1, 
wherein 

priority is given in advance to the plurality of receiving devices; and 
said allocation means allocates respective bands to said plurality of logical 
channels based on the priority given to each receiving device, 

8. (previously presented): The picture distribution system according to claim I, 
wherein 
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said distribution device generates a receiving instruction according to a received 
distribution instruction and transmits the receiving instruction to a corresponding receiving device 
via said network. 

9, (currently amended): A distribution device which is used in a picture distribution 
system for distributing picture data from a distribution device to a plurality of receiving 
devices via a network where a plurality of logical channels are established by a time division 
multiplex method, comprising: 

a distribution unit distributing picture data to a plurality of receiving devices with a 
function to receive picture data from a logical channel designated by a receiving instruction via a 
logical channel designated by a distribution instruction; and 

an allocation unit for allocating respective bandwidth to the plurality of logical 
channels used to transmit picture data according to a number of picture data to be transmitted* 
wherein 

said allocation unit allocates a first bandw iftfr to each of the logical channels when 
a total bandwidtfr allocated to the logical channels does not exceed a pre4e|effpj jied threshold 
ba^widih. and when a total bandwidth allocated to the logical charts exceeds the threshold 
bandwidth said allocation unit allocates the firsf bandwidth to each of a pqrt of th * )^fy>a1 channels 
and a second ban4wt4th. which is smaller thqn tfie first bandwidth, to each of another p art of the 
logical channplg 

1 0. (cuirently amended): A receiving device which is used as one of a plurality of 
receiving devices in a picture distribution system for distributing picture data from a distribution 
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device to a plurality of receiving devices via a network where a plurality of logical channels are 
established by a time division multiplex method and respective bandwidth is allocated to the 
plurality of logical channels used to transmit picture data according to a number of picture data to 
be transmitted, comprising: 

a receiving unit receiving a set of picture data from a logical channel designated by 
a receiving instruction, the set of picture data being tra n s mi tted from a distribution device with a 
function to distribute picture data via a logical channel designated by a distribution instruction* 
wherein 

respective bandwidth js allocated as a first band width to each of the logical 
channels when a totaj bandwidth ajlocate4 t o t fre jo|gicaj phannglg does not exceed a pre4 eteimined 
threshold bandwjdtfc apd when a total bandwidth allocated jo {he logical channels exceeds the 
threshold bandwidth foe respective bandwidth is allocate4 as tfre fast bandwidth to each of a part 
of the logical channels and a second bandwidth, which is smaller tfrqn foe jffS{ bandwidth, to each 
of another part of the logical channels , 

1 1 .(currently amended): A picture distribution system for distributing picture data 
from a distribution device to a plurality of receiving devices, comprising: 

a network where a fixed-length frame composed of a plurality of time slots are 

transmitted; 

one or more distribution devices storing first picture data in a first time slot of the 
fixed-length frame, storing second picture data in a second time slot of the fixed-length frame, and 
transmitting the fixed-length frame to the network; 

a plurality of receiving devices receiving the respective picture data from the first 
or second time slots of the fixed-length frame according to a receiving instruction; and 
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an aUocation unit for allocating respective bandwidth to a plurality of logical 
channels used to transmit picture data according to a number of picture data to be transmitted* 
wherein 

said allocation unit allocates a first bandwidth to each of t]ip fogjcal ch annels when 
a total bandwidth allocated to the logical channels foes not exceed a p redetermined threshold 
bandwidth- and when a total bandwidth allocated p> the lo gi™] H™nn/>iq wr/***Hg the threshold 
bandwidth said allocation iffijf allocates the first ban4wj4fo fo each of a part of the logjc^j cfrqnnels 
and a second bandwidth, which is smaller than the first bandwidth, to efr cfr of another part of the 
logical channels. 

Unoriginal): The picture distribution system according to claim 1 1, wherein 

if third picture data are requested to be distributed while the first and second picture 
data are being distributed, said one or more distribution devices store the first picture data in the 
first time slot of the fixed-length Same, store the second and third picture data in the second time 
slot of the fixed-length frame, and transmit the fixed length frame to said network. 

I3,(cuttently amended): A picture distribution method for distributing picture data 
from a distribution device to a plurality of receiving devices, comprising: 

establishing a plurality of logical channels by a time division multiplex method; 

allocating respective bandwidth to the plurality of logical channels used to transmit 
picture data according to a number of picture data to be transmitted; 

distributing picture data via a logical channel designated by a distribution 
instruction; and 
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a plurality of receiving devices receiving respective picture data from logical 
channels designated by corresponding receiving instructions, wherein 

said locating step allocates a first bandwfofo jo each of the logical channels when 
a total bandwidth allocated to the logical channels does not exceed a predetermined threshold 
bandwidth, and when a tota] bandwidth allocat ed to the logical channels exceeds the threshold 
bandwidth sqid allocating step allocates the first bandwidth to each of a part of the logical champs 
and a second bandwidth, which is smaller than the fir =T H^^th- to each of another part of the 
logical channels , 

I4.(currently amended): The picture distribution method according to claim 13, 
further comprising: 

determining a number of logical channels to be established according to tbe number 
of picture data to be transmitted; and 

generating the distribution instruction based on the determined number of logical 
channels and allocated bandwidth. 
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